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A G E N D A  R E P O R T  

 
 
DATE: May 12, 2009  
    
TO: City Council  
 
FROM: Beverly Tucker, Recreation Director 
 
SUBJECT: Redwood Grove Subcommittee Vision Report 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Consider recommendations from the Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission Redwood Grove 
Subcommittee. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission will hold a special meeting May 6, 2009 regarding this 
item. That makes it too late to include the report in the Council meeting packet due to the advance 
time needed for preparation. The report will be distributed under a separate cover in advance of 
Tuesday night’s meeting. 
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Current FEMA Flood Zone AE-
the worst - is not shown on this map.  The hatched area is just the 'floodway' circa 1980
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The HRI score went down to 74, so Halsey did not qualify for landmark status in 2009
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Was it Acterra who helped the City win Nature Preserve status later?
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ACTION FOR A HEALTHY PLANET

Habitat Restoration and 
En ironmental Ed cation atEnvironmental Education at 

Redwood Grove

Mi h l Cl  A t  E ti  Di tMichael Closson, Acterra Executive Director
Claire Elliott, Acterra Stewardship Acting Director



ACTION FOR A HEALTHY PLANET

Our missionOur mission

O hOur approach

Our programs

Our proposal



Acterra’s Mission

Bringing people together 
to create local solutions 

for a healthy planetfor a healthy planet



Acterra’s Approach

Engaging people in hands on activitiesEngaging people in hands-on activities

Initiating solution-oriented projectsg p j

Generating measurable outcomes

Creating model programs

Stimulating “bottom-up” leadership



Acterra’s Programs

Carbon Reduction Campaign

Be the Change - Environmental 

L d hiLeadership

Business Environmental AwardsBusiness Environmental Awards

Sponsored Projects

Stewardship



Carbon Reduction Campaign

Green @ Home

ACTerra Green

Climate HeroesClimate Heroes

Give people p p

specific tasks to do

And specific habits

t  b ild to build 



Acterra's environmental leadership program 
engages diverse participants in a year-long g g y g

training program.



Business Environmental Awards



Acterra Stewardship Program

Arastradero 
PPreserve

WatershedWatershed 
Project

Native Plant 
N rserNursery

Young Earth 
St dStewards



Stewardship Program Mission

Involving, educating and inspiring 
the public to create healthy 
ecosystems in our urbanecosystems in our urban 
communities and our natural lands



Hands-on Approach

Restoring damaged ecosystems is a goal  Restoring damaged ecosystems is a goal, 
but also a means to other ends--involving 
and educating the publicand educating the public



Arastradero Stewardship Project

12 year partnership with Palo Alto

OOver 1,000 volunteers each year

Many middle and high school studentsMany middle and high school students

Measurable outcomes -- improved 

habitat, volunteers return and get value 

ffrom our programs



Arastradero Preserve

Creek Restoration at Arastradero Before and After Revegetation by VolunteersCreek Restoration at Arastradero, Before and After Revegetation by Volunteers



Young Earth Stewards

Middle and High School focusMiddle and High School focus

In-class presentationsIn class presentations

Hands-on activities

Research projects

Field trips



Young Earth Stewards



Acterra Native Plant Nursery

Supplying restoration efforts with 
over 100 species of native flora. p

Volunteers help care for the plants.



Acterra’s Watershed Project

17



Stewardship in Portola Valley

Acterra’s Watershed Project--Acterra s Watershed Project
Supervised volunteers to vegetate the 
creek bank at the new town center.

355 volunteers contributed 851 
hours to install 10 000 plantshours to install 10,000 plants



Stewardship in Los Altos

Redwood Grove--
i d thivy and other 

Invasive plants 
damaging g g

ecosystems.

Redwood trees 
with dry tops duewith dry tops due 
to loss of forest 

duff



Involving the Community

Restoring habitats improves the ecosystem and builds self esteem

Enhancing remnant wildflower Demonstration drought tolerantEnhancing remnant wildflower 
populations--California 
Buttercups

Demonstration drought tolerant 
pollinator gardens



Phase I: Develop Work Plans

Habitat Restoration Plan
Priorities, Methods, Maps, Evaluation

Volunteer Involvement Plan Volunteer Involvement Plan 
Community recruitment, schedule of events, 

Education PlanEducation Plan
Development of orientation materials, signage, 
interpretive events  school programs and curriculainterpretive events, school programs and curricula



Phase II: Ongoing Programs

Involve the community in six 
restoration projects:

i) Redwood Ecosystem) y
ii) Oak Woodland Ecosystem
iii) Riparian Ecosystem
iv) Grassland Ecosystemiv) Grassland Ecosystem
v) Plants of Native People (in Ohlone Village site)
vi) Demonstration Garden for Native Landscaping



Evaluation and Reporting

Teach students to 
monitor vegetation

Meet and conduct 
site visits regularly 
with City staff.

Prepare and present 
annual report to city 
staff and community



Acterra’s Proposal for Redwood Grove

The Need
Redwood Grove’s beautiful but damaged 
ecosystem needs repair

Many Los Altos residents seek nearby hands-on 

ways to enhance the environmentways to enhance the environment.

Many Los Altos youths would benefit from outdoor 
environmental education activitiesenvironmental education activities



Acterra’s Proposal for Redwood Grove

The Opportunity
Habitat restoration activities will restore Redwood 
Grove to health and

The Opportunity

Grove to health and

• Provide many opportunities for  
community involvementcommunity involvement

• Provide a variety of hands-on 
educational activitieseducational activities

Acterra’s expertise matches with Los Altos’ needs



ACTION FOR A HEALTHY PLANET

Thank you for your time and 
consideration!consideration!

Michael Closson, michaelc@acterra.org
Claire Elliott, clairee@acterra.org



Los Altos City Council Los Altos City Council 
Presentation

Redwood Grove School ProgramsRedwood Grove School Programs
Susanne Mulcahyy

Executive Director
May 12, 2009May , 9



Creek Exploration ProgramCreek Exploration Program



Who is Youth Science Who is Youth Science 
Institute?

Founded in 1953 in Alum Rock Park, SJ
501(c)3 non-profit501(c)3 non-profit
Mission: to inspire enthusiasm for science 
and a love of learningg
Hands-on science education programs that 
fill the significant gap in science education
th t i  t i  Sili  V ll  h l  that is present in Silicon Valley schools 
today



Wh  W  SWho We Serve

Schools/Groups
28,000 pre-K – 12th grade studentsp g
33% are at-risk (Title One)
28% English Language Learners (ELL)

Summer Science Camp: 1,500 over nine weeks

Af  S h l S i  Cl b  500  S AAfter School Science Club: 500, Sept.-Apr.



Exploring the Periodic Tablep g



Proposed Redwood Grove Proposed Redwood Grove 
School Program Partnership

Begin Fall, 2009
Y I h dl  ll  h d li  YSI handles all program scheduling, 
delivery and management
YSI’s award-winning programs locally 
available to all Los Altos and 
surrounding schools



Planting 
seeds, seeds, 
Pioneer 
Organic 
Garden 
Program



P  A il bl  Y  1Programs Available Year 1

Five Senses Nature Walk
Di  N  W lkDiscover Nature Walk
Animals & Their Adaptationsp
Roots, Shoots, Seeds and Leaves
Ohlone IndiansOhlone Indians



P  C ’Programs, Con’t.

Life in a Pond
C lif i  “Offi i l” E hiCalifornia “Official” Everything
Insects, Spiders & Other Arthropodsp p

All programs are correlated to State 
Standards and help prepare students 
for STAR testing



Future ProgramsFuture Programs
and Possibilities

Creek Exploration
Pioneer Organic GardenPioneer Organic Garden
New “site-specific” program
After School Science ClubAfter School Science Club
Science Safaris and Explorer Hikes 
for families  evening & weekendsfor families, evening & weekends
Acterra Collaboration



Students examine aStudents exam ne a
“refrigerator tree”



Los Altos SchoolsLos Altos Schools
and Groups Now Served

Gardner Bullis
O k  

Los Altos Christian
MiOak Avenue 

Almond
Miramonte
Twinkle Twinkle 

Covington Preschool
Cub Scouts Pack u  couts ac  
#33



Los Altos StatisticsLos Altos Statistics
2008-09

50 teachers/ 
classroomsclassrooms
1,008 students
87 parent
chaperones



R d d G  PRedwood Grove Programs

Redwood Grove would be “Satellite” site 
added to our regular menu of programsadded to our regular menu of programs
Teachers self-select program & location
YSI i t  i  t t  t  ti t d YSI invests in start-up costs, estimated 
at $8k; looks for third party funding 

t  t  h l   st t  stspartner to help cover start-up costs



B fi   L  AlBenefits to Los Altos

Highly regarded program in Los Altos
Expanded science-focused programming
O d  l  f   Outstanding utilization of unique community asset
Very little ramp-up for Fall
May save schools transportation costsMay save schools transportation costs
Administered by YSI
Reinforces sense of place and community pride
Develops stewardship at home
Can expand to meet community needs



Th k !Thank you!




