
  
 

A G E N D A  R E P O R T  
 

DATE: August 28, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 13 

 
TO:    City Council 
 
FROM:   Michelle Bocalan, Junior Engineer 
 
SUBJECT:   Land surveyor services 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
A. Approve professional services agreements with Giuliani & Kull, Inc. and Siegfried Engineering, 

Inc. to act as City Land Surveyors 
B. Authorize the City Manager to execute agreements on behalf of the City 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Estimated Fiscal Impact: 
 
 Amount:  $15,000 
 
 Budgeted:  Yes; General Fund 
 
Public Hearing Notice:  Not applicable  
 
Previous Council Consideration:  Not applicable  
 
CEQA Status:  Not applicable  
 
Attachments:  None 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The City’s practice has been to use consultant land surveyors specializing in this discipline to 
provide professional services involving land surveying for Subdivision Map Act compliance.  
The Subdivision Map Act states that only licensed land surveyors and/or Civil Engineers 
registered prior to 1982 are permitted to sign off on parcel maps and tract maps for technical 
accuracy.  The need for surveyor services varies depending on the capital work schedule and 
development activities. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The City retains two consulting firms every two years to act as the primary and secondary 
City Land Surveyors.  Retaining two surveyors enables the City to be more responsive to 
schedule requirements.  A Request for Proposal (RFP) was developed and circulated to allow 
firms to submit proposals and qualifications for a City Land Surveyor two-year agreement.  
Staff received proposals from four firms.  City recommends that Giuliani & Kull, Inc. serve 
as the primary City Land Surveyor and Siegfried Engineering, Inc. serve as the secondary 
City Land Surveyor.  Giuliani & Kull has been the primary City Land Surveyor during the 
last six years and has successfully completed assigned tasks.  The fees of these two firms 
were comparable to fees proposed by the other consultants. 
 
The City Land Surveyor’s duties include: 
 

• Reviewing tentative subdivision map lot line adjustment and certificate of 
compliance applications to establish conditions of approval relevant to survey 
requirements of the Subdivision Map Act, Professional Land Surveyors Act and City 
requirements. 

• Performing the land surveying functions of the City Engineer in conjunction with 
processing subdivision maps, parcel maps, lot line adjustments and certificates of 
compliance. 

 
Giuliani & Kull, Inc. and Siegfried Engineering, Inc. survey services will be used on a 
project-by-project basis.  The City has historically received five to ten development projects 
and two to four capital projects each year that require the services of the City Land Surveyor. 
 
The fees for services will be billed on a time and materials basis.  Surveying costs for private 
development is covered by development fees and are based on 100% cost recovery.  For 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) projects supporting in-house designs, the survey fee 
will be included in the budget for each project. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Funding for the City Land Surveyor is in the FY 2012/13 Engineering operating budget.  
The fees will be reimbursed as development fees unless they have already been considered 
part of the CIP project budget. 
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
 
Posting of the meeting agenda serves as notice to the general public.  


